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AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

President — H. C. Wellman, City Library, 
Springfield, Mass. 

First Vice-President— W. N. C. Carlton, New- 
berry Library, Chicago, 111. 

Second Vice-President — Mary L. Titcomb, 
Washington County Free Library, Hagers- 
town, Md. 

Executive Board — The president, vice-presi- 
dents and T. W. Koch, University of Mich- 
igan Library, Ann Arbor; G. H. Locke, 
Public Library, Toronto; H. W. Craver, 
Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh; Herbert 
Putnam, Library of Congress, Washington; 
Mary W. Plummer, New York Public Li- 
brary, Library School, New York; J. T. 
Jennings, Public Library, Seattle. 

Secretary — George B. Utley, 78 E. Washing- 
ton St., Chicago. 

Treasurer — Carl B. Roden, Public Library, 
Chicago. 

Executive offices — 78 E. Washington Street, 
Chicago, 111. 



The May Bulletin will contain the Berke- 
ley program of the A. L. A., both general 
sessions and section meetings, and also 
the programs of the various affiliated or- 
ganizations. 



Mr. W. H. Kerr, librarian of the State 
Normal School, Emporia, Kan., has been 
appointed chairman of the Committee on 
co-operation with the National Education 
Association in place of Miss Mary E. Hall, 
who has been obliged to resign from that 
position. 



The following committee has been ap- 
pointed on library work in hospitals and 
charitable and correctional institutions: 

Miriam E. Carey, supervisor of institu- 
tion libraries, Minnesota State Board of 



Control; Julia A. Robinson, secretary Iowa 
Library Commission; E. Kathleen Jones, 
librarian, McLean Hospital, Waverley, 
Mass.; Florence R. Curtis, University of 
Illinois library school; Florence Waugh, 
supervisor of institution libraries, Ne- 
braska Public Library Commission; Mary 
E. Eastwood, New York State library; 
Carrie E. Scott, Indiana Public Library 
Commission. 

COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL AND STATE 
RELATIONS 

The chairman, Dr. Bernard C. Steiner, 
submits as a committee report the fol- 
lowing correspondence with the U. S. 
Treasury Department, with the recom- 
mendation that librarians use their best 
efforts for a repeal of so absurd a provi- 
sion in the statutes, with reference to 
books: 

January 11, 1915. 
Hon. Wm. G. McAdoo, 

Secretary of the Treasury, 
Washington, D. C. 
Dear Sir: — 

As chairman of the Committee on Fed- 
eral Relations of the American Library As- 
sociation, I write to ask that Treasury De- 
cision 34994 may be modified or explained 
so as not to be detrimental to public libra- 
ries importing books. As the decision is 
worded, it may indicate that all second- 
hand books must be marked with the coun- 
try of origin, which is an impossible con- 
dition. If it applies only to volumes 
printed after its date, it is unimaginable 
that all the foreign governments and sci- 
entific societies in the world will place on 
the book, in English, an indication of the 
country. Furthermore, it is frequently im- 
possible to determine whether an Austrian 
book is printed in Austria or Germany, or 
whether a Russian book written in the 
German language was printed in Russia 
or Germany. 

Any booklover will also see that no such 
statement could be added to a copy of a 
rare book without impairing its market 
value. 
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I trust the order may be modified, and 
am, 

Yours very truly, 
(Signed) Bebnabd C. Steiner. 



January 18, 1915. 
Mr. Bernard C. Steiner, 

Librarian, The Enoch Pratt Free Library, 
Baltimore, Maryland. 
Sir: 

Referring to your letter of the 11th in- 
stant, protesting against the Department's 
decision (T. D. 34994), requiring books to 
be marked to indicate the country of 
origin, I have to advise you that subsection 
1 of paragraph P of Section IV of the 
tariff act of October 3, 1913, provides that 
all articles of foreign manufacture or pro- 
duction which are capable of being 
marked, stamped, branded or labeled in 
legible English words shall be so marked 
as to indicate the country of origin. 

The Department's decision referred to 
was made in connection with the ordinary 
commercial importation of books and as 
books of this character are capable of be- 
ing marked without injury, such marking 
is required by subsection 1 of paragraph P. 

However, the marking of rare or antique 
copies of books may present another ques- 
tion and when an actual importation is 
made, the Department, upon application, 
will give the matter careful consideration. 
Respectfully, 
(Signed) James W. Bevan, 
Acting chief, Division of Customs. 

The chairman also brings to the atten- 
tion of librarians the following matter of 
general concern: 

An amendment to the copyright law re- 
cently brought before Congress (H. R. No. 
20695) limits the importation of books by 
libraries, by requiring consent of the Amer- 
ican copyright proprietor or his represent- 
ative, as a condition of the importation. 
This proposal in the interest of publishers 
and against the common welfare was 
fought and defeated by librarians some 
years ago. It has now reappeared and li- 
brarians are urged to take suitable steps 
with Senators and Representatives to op- 
pose the adoption of any such provision. 



NEW A. L. A. PUBLICATIONS 

A BOOK OF PRIME IMPORTANCE TO 
ALL LIBRARIES. NOW IN PRESS 
Cataloging for Small Libraries, by The- 
resa Hitchler. New edition and entirely 
rewritten matter. Enlarged from 84p. to 
about 400p. 8° cloth. Special advance 
price, $1.00; after publication, $1.25. 

This book will be the clearest, sim- 
plest and most comprehensive aid to the 
untrained cataloger of any tool extant. 
Especially designed for the small public 
library and the library of the high school, 
the normal school and the small college. 
Helpful also in cataloging special collec- 
tions and private libraries. Among the 
important features are the following: 
General principles of cataloging; acces- 
sions record; shelf list record; chapters 
on author cards, title cards, subject 
cards, cross-reference cards; cataloging 
government publications; partial titles, 
changed titles, pseudonyms; initials, 
anonymous books; joint authors; period- 
icals (with reference aids for cataloging 
them); cyclopedias and dictionaries; 
almanacs, yearbooks and directories; 
sacred books and anonymous classics; 
corporate entry; editors; translators; il- 
lustrators; compilers; analytics; series; 
biography, including genealogy and au- 
tobiography; added editions; supple- 
ments and continuations; cataloging of 
clippings, concordances, epitomes, col- 
lections of pictures, music; arrangement 
of cards in catalog; list of surnames 
with prefixes and suffixes, foreign and 
anglicized; list of authors with com- 
pound names, showing under what form 
to catalog; same for noblemen, married 
women, popes, rulers, saints, etc.; list 
of 150 books with call number, subjects 
and cross-references assigned; list of 86 
well-known pseudonyms arranged under 
the real name; same list arranged under 
the pseudonymous name; list of some 
of the more important books and articles 
on cataloging, for suggested reading; 
reference aids for the cataloger; and 
bibliographical and typographical terms, 



